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Asiatic provinces as it had been in the golden
days of Thotmosis III and Rameses II. The
Ethiopian kings in Egypt had a difficult task in
3'uling as overlords over the princes in the Delta
and elsewhere, who had once been free. What
could do more to reconcile Egypt to the new order
of affairs than a movement against the common
foe of all the west or a campaign to recover the
long-lost Asiatic provinces ?

As we have seen above, it was altogether im-
probable that Israel would dare single-handed to
break faith with the Assyrians, but if there was
some hope of aid from the Egyptians, the case was
altogether different. The people of Israel could
not be expected to know fully the internal affairs
of Egypt so as to understand the essential weak-
ness of the country as an ally. They could read-
ily know the greatness of the Egyptian empire, in
which Upper and Lower Egypt were combined
with the rich and prosperous kingdom of Ethiopia.
They might well be acquainted with the glorious
history of Egypt, with its great conquests and
successful wars in the past They could hardly,
on the other hand, be expected to know of the
weakness of the country at present, of the unset-
tled strife between the Ethiopian emperor and
the princes of native blood; of the local jealousies
and petty provincial strifes; of official corruption;
and of the insolent avarice of the priestly class.
Instead of Egypt's being an important and valu-
able ally it was in reality a very weak one, and a